
To: The Governor Mr. F. Goedgedrag
Adress: Kabinet van de Gouv€meur van de N€d€rlandse Artillen

Fort Arn8tgrdam 2
Curac€o, Ned€rlandse Anlillen

Cc: Prime Minister ofrie Netherlands Antilles Emily De Jongh-El Hage 
D

From: Dr. Naomi Rose, Dr. Lori Marino, Susan Millward, Margaux Dodds, Richard O'Bony J

Jan 25, 2008

let Siol€menl from lr cmqllonol expc ! regordlng tha Incldenl ol Dolphln Acodemy on
Jqnuory 1,2008

To the Honorable Mr. Frits Goedgedrag:

Wq the undersigne4 are writing to you regarding a recent incident at the Dolphin Academy in Curacao. lt is our
undelstanding that you have armouncd your intention of investigating the legality of the import of Cuban
dolphins to Curac6o. We wish to express our support for this plan, as we have concerns r€garding the
sustainability ofthe live dolphin rade ftom Cub6. We also wish to draw your attention to the following incident:

On January l, 2008, at the Dolphin Academy on Cumcao, thrc€ customers were injurcd, one apparcnlly seriously,
during a swim encounter. The incident occurred during a normal routine - a dolphin was instructed to jump over a
pole held .t either end by three peoplo. A vid€o clip showed that, instead of porpoising ournping out ofthe water
and over the polq much like I horse jumping a f€nc€, ending with the animal r€entering the water head-fiNt), she
performed a breach (wherein the animal throws its body out ofthe water and then hits the surfare with the lensth
ofits body). She landed directly on the three people holding the pole !t one end.

The Dolphin Academy was quoted in the media as soying the incident was a 'miscalculation' by the dolphin,
unrelated to stress or aggression.

Afler viewing the video clip of this incident, we disagree with this assertion. The dolphin was insfucted to
porpoise over the pole - she instead clearly performed a br€och and landed on thr€e people, Captive dolphins
judge their movement! in r€lation to pcople in the water very carcfully and are extr€rnely agil€. They can judge
distances well. This was highly unlikely to be a 'miscalculation' but rather a dclibe.ate act. Although we do not
know the circumstances sunounding this incident or what happened immediately prior to it, her behavior was
possibly related to stress or dominange.

We hope our comments are helpful to you as you pursue your investigation ofthe Dolphin Academy.
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Sincercly,

NaomiA, Rose, Ph.D. Lori Marino, Ph.D.
Marine Mammal Scientist Senior Lecturer
IntemationalPolicyDepartrnent Neuroscienceand
Humanesocietylntemational BehavioralBiolory
700 hofessional Drive Program
Gaithenburg, MD 20879 USA Emory University
Ph 301 258 3048 Allanla, Ceorgia 30322
Fax 301 258 3082
http://www.hsi.o€

Margaux Dodds (Dir€ctor/co-founder)
The Maline Connection
Foudh Floor, Charles House,
375 Kensington Hi ghstreet,
London, Wl48GH

Susan Millward
Animal Welfare lnstitute
Washingion DC 20027
(703) 836-4300
www.awionline.org

Richard O'Barry
Phone:305-6681619
Earth lsland Institute
Elsa Nature Conservancy
In Defense of Animals
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Cc: Prime Minister ofthe Netherlands Antilles Emily De Jongh-El Hage

From: Dr. Naomi Rose, Dr, Lori Marino, Susan Millward, Margaux Dodds, Richard O'Barry

Jan 25,2008

Ret Siolcmcnt irom Inlemollonql expc ! legqrdlng lhe Incldanl ol Dolphln Acodemy on
Jonuory 1,2008

To the Honorable Mr. Frits coedSedrag:

We, the undeFigned, are witinS to you regarding a recent incident at the Dolphin Academy in Curacso. lt is our
understanding that you havg announced your intention of investigating the legality of the impqt of Cuban
dolphins to Culacao. W€ wish to exprcss our support for this plan, as we have concams regarding the
sustrirubility ofthe live dolphin fade ftorn Cuba, We 6lso wish to draw your attention lo the followint incid;nt:

On January .l , 2008, at the Dolphin Academy on Curacao, three customers were injured, one apperently seriously,
during a swim ehcounter. The incident occur€d durinS s nomal routine - a dolphin was insfuCted to jump oveia
pole held at either €nd by three pcople. A video clip showed that, instead of porpoisi ng tumping out of the water
and over the pole, much lik€ a ho6e jumping a fcnce, ending with the anirnal r€cntering the water head-first), she
p€rfonned 6 br€ach (wherein the onimal throws its body out ofthe water dnd thcn hits the surface with the length
of its body), She landed directly on thc ttrrce peopl€ holding thc pole al one end.

The Dolphin Acadcmy was quoted in the media as saying th€ incident was a 'miscalculation' by the dolphin,
unrclated to strcss or aggression,

After viewing the vidco clip of this inciden! we dissgr€€ with lhis assertion. The dolphin was instructed to
porpoise over the pole - shc instead cledrly performed a brtach and landed on thre€ people. Captive dolphins
judg€ th€ir movemcnts in r€lalion to people in the wate. very carefully al|d are extremely egilc. They can judge
dist nces well. This was highly unlikely to be a lniscalcul.rion, but rathcr 6 deliberat act. Although l,c do not
know the circuhstanoes surrounding this incident of what happ€ned immediately prio. to i! her behavio. was
possibly related to smss or dominanoe.

We hope our comments ar€ hclpful to you 6s you putsue your inv*tigation ofthe Dolphh Academy.
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Sincerely,

Naomi A. Rosq Ph.D. Lori Marino, Ph,D.
Msrine Mammal Scientist Seoioa Lecturcr
lntemationalPolicylxpartrnent Newoscienceand
Humanesocietytnternational BehavioralBiolos/
700 Professional Drive Progmm
Gaithersburg, MD 20E79 USA Emory University
Ph 301 25t 3048 Atlantq ceorgia 30322
Fax 301 258 30E2
http://www.hsi.org

Margaux Dodds (Director/co-founder)
The Marine Comection
Fowth Floor, Chades Hous€,
375 Kensington Highstreet,
London, Wl48CH

Susan Millward
Anim&l Welfare tnstitute
Washington DC 20027
(703) 8364300
www.awionline.org

Richard O'Bany
Phon€:305{681 619
Eafth Island lnstitute
Elss Nature Cons€rvancy
ln Defense ofAnimals


