Dear Prime Minister Nazif,

I am sure you are aware of the recent proliferation of captive dolphin facilities in Egypt.   These captive facilities have many negative implications not only for the dolphins involved but also for the future of tourism in Egypt.  

Egypt markets itself heavily as a country which has a thriving marine environment and rightly so.  The Red Sea is a haven for divers, snorkelers and anyone who is keen to see sea life in beautiful clear waters in a warm climate.  However, in contrast to these impressive natural ecological features, Egypt is home to captive dolphin facilities where this far-ranging creature, which is present in the wild in the Red Sea, is restricted to the point that its instinctive skills are rendered useless.  The stark contradiction of these facilities absolutely opposes the natural diversity of marine life offered by the Red Sea itself.  

Dolphins travel hundreds of miles across the ocean, they are able to dive hundreds of feet.  They use echolocation as a tool to explore their diverse surroundings, determine where they and catch their live prey.  Each of these unique abilities, adapted for the huge and complex ocean environment over millions of years, are rendered useless when dolphins are enclosed in a lifeless, smooth tank without currents where they must eat dead fish at times of a humans choosing?  All captive dolphins whether born in captivity or taken from the wild, suffer mentally and physically from having their natural, instinctive skills inhibited. 

It is not only dolphins which are at risk in captive facilities.  During the swim-with programmes run by facilities such as Dolphinella in Sharm El Sheikh, the human participants are also largely at risk too.  Several injuries have been sustained during these programmes as well as diseases which can be easily transferred from dolphin to human.  Dolphins cause a huge amount of waste and in the heat of Egypt there is a great risk that the participants risk illness through kissing and touching the animals.  Even being in the contaminated water may harm them and the dolphins.

One set of people who are whole-heartedly against the development of dolphinariums in the Red Sea is the diving community which I am sure contribute a large amount of tourist revenue to Egypt.  As people who enjoy viewing marine life in its natural habitat, divers are dismayed by the idea of keeping wild marine life in an artificial tank for entertainment and profit.  In addition, the tourist dollars people spend at places such as Dolphinella could just as easily be spent with the diving community seeing dolphins in the wild environment in the Red Sea.    The Marine Connection works with several dive clubs in Sharm El Sheikh and Dahab and there has been consistent support to make Sharm El Sheikh a “captive dolphin free zone”.   

Rather than creating new, artificial dolphin facilities and importing wild and captive dolphins, Egypt has the unique opportunity to utilise its natural resources which exist in the Red Sea.  Dolphin watching is growing rapidly in popularity around the world and the Red Sea could exploit this industry which is now worth more than US$10million worldwide. 

Public knowledge of the negative impacts of dolphinariums on dolphins and humans is growing.  Today, tourists are keen to visit areas which have ethical, sustainable and environmentally friendly roots and dolphinariums are a stark contradiction to this.  Developing dolphinariums in Egypt will be jeopardising the reputation of Egypt as a haven for wild and diverse marine life.  
Egypt is currently in a unique position to ensure its tourist industry moves in an ethical, sustainable and environmentally friendly way.  With its natural assets present in the Red Sea, Egypt has a chance to take advantage of this and expand on its diving community as well as diversifying with forward-thinking dolphin-watching programmes where education about their natural skills and habits can be carried out via genuine research and observation of their natural, wide-ranging abilities and conservation can be done in situ.  I urge you to steer Egyptian tourism towards the utilisation of its natural resources for the sake of the dolphins, the human participants and importantly to ensure the long-term future of the Egyptian tourism industry.

I would very much appreciate any thoughts that you may have concerning my comments in my email.  Please do not hesitate to contact me on the details below if you have any questions or require further information. 

I very much look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

